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Autumn fun at the
Pre-Prep & Nursery...
Assemblies 

Year 2

Year 2 shared knowledge and facts about 
teeth. A multitude of puppets from sharks 
to birds were used along with jokes, 
dance and song to help all the Pre-Prep 
& Nursery understand how we can look 
after our teeth and how the teeth of some 
animals are similar or different from our 
own.

Year 1

Clothes have been the focus of study in 
Year 1. Using an adapted version of ‘The 
Emperor’s New Clothes’, Year 1 paraded 
role play costumes and clothing from 
around the world to make us aware how 
clothing varies from one continent to 
another and why this may be.

We look forward to assemblies from 
Reception and Nursery after half term.

We must also thank Major Alefounder 
(a Doctor) and Mrs Patel, who have both 
kindly attended an assembly each. Dr 
Alefounder came with four of her military 
uniforms and discussion followed linked 
to health and safety (Year 2 topic), clothes 
worn in the work place (Year 1 focus) 
and Ourselves (Reception and Nursery 
topic). Mrs Patel showed the school some 
wonderful Indian clothing and explained 
Diwali to develop our awareness of other 
cultures and religions.

In the Classroom
Year 2

Year 2 have experienced visits from Miss 
Tichy’s C Form English group who 
presented and discussed the Road Safety 
posters they had designed. Mrs Dunham 
also brought in her dogs called Alfie and 

Biggles and discussed dog safety and 
animal teeth.

Year 1

Year 1 enjoyed an illuminating visit from 
two Prep School EAL (English as an 
Additional Language) children. Justina 
and Moomin, spoke about clothing in 
Korea and China respectively, and both 
came dressed in traditional clothes. The 
children were enthralled and asked a 
plethora of questions, which Justina and 
Moomin answered superbly.

Year 1 welcomed Mrs Patel who showed 
photos of India, saris, bindis and how to 
draw mehndi on children’s hands and also 
answered a variety of questions on India.
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In the Classroom cont...
Year 1 also brought their History learning 
to life with a visit to Shaftesbury Museum, 
where the children followed a quiz to seek 
out particular artefacts and then dressed 
in clothes ranging from a Roman toga to 
a Victorian dress. Charlie even tried on a 
Knight’s helmet.

Reception and Nursery

Reception and Nursery enjoyed a visit 
from two dental nurses from a local 
practice. They explained how the children 
should look after their teeth by letting 
the children clean Alex the Alligator’s 
teeth; they also talked about healthy teeth 
friendly foods.

Nursery have also met Rex Woollam 
(nine months old) and Finlay’s two 
week old sister called Ruby, who were 
both brought into the Nursery by their 
Mummies to visit the Nursery ‘Baby 
Clinic’ as part of their topic on Ourselves.

Forest School
We have been fortuitous with the weather 
this half of term, which has allowed us 
to roam, explore and gather items from 
the school grounds in generally glorious 
sunshine.

Forest School activities so far this term 
have included:

• Flower pot decorating

• Seed identification and collection

• Seed planting

• Using nature to develop maths including
    grouping and counting objects

• Dyeing using vegetables (beetroot, onion and
    spinach)

Events
Harvest Festival

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 all walked 
to Motcombe Church on Friday 7 
October to celebrate an informal Harvest 
Festival. Reverend Eve led the short 
service, a prayer written by Year 1 was 
offered, and a song Mrs Lifton had taught 
the children was sung.

Many thanks to parents for the Harvest 
donations, which were distributed to the 
Shaftesbury Women’s Refuge and local 
homes for the elderly.

General
Weekly Emails

You will no doubt have noticed that we 
have been sending out weekly emails, 
on Fridays, to parents to keep them 
informed of events and dates at the Pre-
Prep & Nursery. However, there have 
been a couple of glitches, so if you are 
not receiving them, please do let Emma 
Viner know at emv@portregis.com.

Espresso Education

The Pre-Prep has subscribed to an 
online educational site, called Espresso 
Education. This site has a plethora of 
games, information and ‘child friendly’ 
news which we intend to utilise to support 
teaching within classrooms. Access to the 
site is also available to children via the 
internet from home.	

If parents would like to have a look at the 
site, please feel free to do so. Equally you 
may wish to allow your child to explore 
too and therefore the link is:

http://www.espresso.co.uk/home/

Click on the LOGIN button (top right) 
and then click on Espresso Online 
Service (second icon) and enter:

Username: student43907

Password: qwerty

Once logged in, you will find three boxes 
down the left hand side:

F refers to Foundation Stage (Nursery and 
Reception)

1 is Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)

2 provides materials for Key Stage 2 children 
(Years 3 - 6)

Happy exploring!

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes

We hope to brighten the lives of destitute 
children all over the world again at 
Christmas by supplying shoeboxes full of 
presents, for which we are relying on the 
support of parents. It would be extremely 
helpful if parents could deliver their 

shoeboxes to Emma Viner at the Prep 
& Nursery by no later than Monday 
14 November. If any parents need extra 
leaflets containing the relevant labels, 
please email Emma Viner at
emv@portregis.com.

Looking Forward

Looking forward to the next half of 
term we have the Storybox Theatre 
Company coming on Monday 28 
November to present “The Pea, The Bean 
and The Enormous Turnip”.

We also have an assembly each from the 
Nursery and Reception classes.

The Pre-Prep & Nursery Nativity 
is on Tuesday 6 December at 2pm in 
Farrington Music School, which will be 
followed by tea, coffee, hot chocolate and 
mince pies in the Pre-Prep Hall.

Second Hand Uniform

Second hand uniform for the Pre-Prep 
& Nursery is now based in the Kit Room 
of the Prep School Mansion. For more 
details, please contact Vicky Potts at
vp@portregis.com.

I wish you all a very restful half term and 
we look forward to welcoming you back 
to the second half of term, from 0820, on 
Tuesday 1 November 2011.

With very best wishes,

Ailsa Boardman-Hirst (Mrs B’s) 
Headmistress
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Diary Dates
Tuesday 1 November   0825  Second half of the Autumn Term 2011 starts

Friday 4 November   0900  Nursery Class Assembly

Friday 4 November   1930  Fireworks at Port Regis organised by the Friends of Port Regis (tickets £5.00 each)*

Wednesday 16 November   ALL DAY Lemonade Studio in school photographing children in informal poses and settings

Friday 18 November   0900  Reception Class Assembly

Tuesday 6 December   1400  Pre-Prep & Nursery Nativity in Farrington Music School, followed by tea, coffee,
     hot chocolate and mince pies in the Pre-Prep Hall

*Tickets can be purchased using the form at the bottom of the Fireworks Flyer and Emma Viner has flyers spare, if required.


